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claim his individual rights to life. The addresses
of the founders of religions, and the tirades of the
moralists are shattered against the invincible
necessities of our rights, of our life, of our happi-
ness. Yet the purest, the most disinterested
minds often abandon their abstractions when
they encounter reality. Then the religions speak
of the "reward," an invincible means of at-
tracting and of holding mortals in the path of
virtue.

ilRejoice and be exceeding glad,'7 Jesus has

said, "for great is your reward in Heaven/7 . . .

Also "that thine alms may be in secret: and thy

ather which seeth in secret himself shall reward

thee openly."    (Saint Matthew.)

We must submit to evidence. Nature herself
seems to be favourable to the rights of the individ-
ual. We witness, without opposition, the sacrifices
which the latter makes for the race. But it may
be set up as a principle that these sacrifices are
in an inverse ratio to the value of the individual.
In proportion to his ascent in the organic scale,
his forms of immolation to the race diminish in
quantity and in quality.

The Myxomycetes as well as the various crypto-
gams disappear as individuals as soon as they
are born, for in associating they cease to exist